Follow Me
”I thought I already was”
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Once there was a kingdom
 It dominated the world

 Its people were secure

Its society became decadent
 Lots of entertainment with violence and

sexual promiscuity

Excess was the rule of the day

They felt threatened by one radical

His radical commitment to follow the principles of his God was in stark contrast
to their lifestyles

His followers bravely continued this
vision
 They were inspired to be true to the written

principles
•Peter
•James
•John
•Paul
•Stephen
•Polycarp
•…

The Empire tried to crush them

 But their willingness to even die for their cause made them

impossible to stop
 Others were inspired by their example and the movement grew
2nd-century Church Father Tertullian wrote that
"the blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church,"

The empire faltered and grew weaker
while the movement grew

So what is the modern equivalent?

Once there was a kingdom
 It dominated the world
“When the Soviet Union disintegrated in 1991
the US became the last standing superpower,
after centuries of unceasing great power
rivalries on the planet, ... “

 Its people were secure

Its society became decadent
 Lots of entertainment with violence and

sexual promiscuity

Movies

Sexual Revolution
Homosexual Agenda
Reality TV
MTV
…

Excess was the rule of the day

They felt threatened by one radical

His radical commitment to follow the principles of his God was in stark contrast
to their lifestyles

His followers bravely continued this
vision
 They were inspired to be true to the written

principles

The Empire tried to crush them
Somalia
Afghanistan

Iraq
Syria
Iraq - Again

 But their willingness to even die for their cause made them

impossible to stop
 Others were inspired by their example and the movement grew

The empire faltered and grew weaker
while the movement grew

The committed Islamists see
moderates as hypocrites

http://news.nationalpost.com/canadian-isis-fighter-abu-turaab-identified-as-mohammed-ali/

Thought Experiment:
 If Islamists who are committed to

literally following the Quran leave their
comfortable North-American lifestyles to
live in poverty and risk their lives to
create an earthly kingdom, what should
committed Christians do in response to
the call to “Follow Me.”?

Islam vs Christianity
Primary Motivation

“The Most Christian Country”
 Rwanda, a “Christian kingdom”, “the most

Christian country in Africa” (90%), “the
triumph of Christian missions”
 tension between Tutsis and Hutus
 In 1994, 800,000 slaughtered within 100
days, unprecedented genocide, neighbor
killing neighbor

“The Most Christian Country”
 The breakdown of Rwandan Christianity; the

Christianity imported into Rwanda failed to create
communities of disciples, failed to challenge the
ethnic identities of its converts; the Jesus who taught
“love your neighbor” was missing
 Recurrent failure of historic Christianity; merely
“cultural Christianity”
 Radical claim: “ Jesus is Lord”; allegiance, ultimate
authority, obedience


Other allegiances?

 Are we any different? Could we do the same thing?

In the U.S., a “Christian Nation”
 Bringing all things under Christ's lordship,

have we baptized unrepentant social
systems and structures?
 Have we also shelved discipleship? Have
we compartmentalized our faith?

In the U.S., a “Christian Nation”
 U.S. Civil war: 600,000 killed, most claiming

Christ as Lord, brother killing brother, a war
bathed in prayer





Recognizing an agenda other than the kingdom of
God
Disciples must prioritize God’s kingdom (a real
kingdom), refusing to separate the gospel from the
real world, with all-or-nothing allegiance
David Lipscomb: opposed war-making factions,
racism, selfishness

 Our history and social location/position

determines what questions we ask Scripture

What kind of
Christianity do we have?
What kind of kingdom are we fighting for?

Failure of cultural Christianity –
1994 Rwandan Genocide
 tension between Tutsis and Hutus
 800,000 slaughtered within 100 days, unprecedented






genocide, neighbor killing neighbor
a “Christian kingdom”, “the most Christian country in
Africa” (90%), “the triumph oh Christian missions”
The breakdown of Rwandan Christianity; the
Christianity imported into Rwanda failed to create
communities of disciples, failed to challenge the
ethnic identities of its converts; the Jesus who taught
“love your neighbor” was missing
Recurrent failure of historic Christianity; merely
“cultural Christianity”
Radical claim: “ Jesus is Lord”; ultimate allegiance

In the US
 Bringing all things under Christ's lordship,

have we baptized unrepentant social systems
and structures?
 Compartmentalization of faith, shelving of
discipleship
 U.S. Civil war: 600,000 killed, most claiming

Christ as Lord, brother killing brother, bathed
in prayer

The problem
 “It is not scientific doubt, not atheism, not

pantheism, not agnosticism, that in our day
and in this land is likely to quench the light of
the gospel. It is a proud, sensuous, selfish,
luxurious, church-going, hollow-hearted
prosperity.” Frederic D. Huntington, Forum magazine 1890

Laodicean Checklist
 2Cor 13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the

faith; prove your own selves. …
LUKEWARM
people attend
church fair
regularly –
what is
expected

Isa 29:13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this
people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips
do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me,
and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:

LUKEWARM
people give
money ... As
long as it
doesn’t affect
their lifestyle

Luk 21:1-4 And he looked up, and saw the rich men
casting their gifts into the treasury. (2) And he saw also a
certain poor widow casting in thither two mites. (3) And he
said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath
cast in more than they all: (4) For all these have of their
abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her
penury hath cast in all the living that she had.

LUKEWARM people …
… tend to care more about what
people think than what God thinks.

Luk 6:26 Woe unto you, when all
men shall speak well of you! for so
did their fathers to the false
prophets.
Mat 23:5 But all their works they do
for to be seen of men: …

…want to be saved from penalty of
sin, rather than sin itself. Don’t hate
sin. Don’t really believe that Jesus’
new life is better than the old sinful
one.

Joh 10:10 The thief cometh not, but
for to steal, and to kill, and to
destroy: I am come that they might
have life, and that they may

… moved by stories about people
sho do radical things for Christ, yet
they think this is for “extreme”
Christians, not average one. Call
“radical” what Jesus expected of all
His followers.

Jas 1:22 But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves.
Jas 4:17 Therefore to him that
knoweth to do good, and doeth it
not, to him it is sin.

LUKEWARM people …
…rarely share their faith, do
not want to be rejected or
make people uncomfortable
by talking about private
issues.

Mat 10:32-33 Whosoever therefore shall
confess me before men, him will I confess
also before my Father which is in heaven.
(33) But whosoever shall deny me before
men, him will I also deny before my Father
which is in heaven.

… gauge their ‘goodness’ by
comparing to the secular
world. “not as horrible as the
guy down the street”.

Luk 18:11 The Pharisee stood and prayed
thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I
am not as other men are, extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

… say they love Jesus and
He is a part of their lives.
They give him a section of
their time, money and
thoughts, but not in full
control

Mat 10:37-38 He that loveth father or
mother more than me is not worthy of me:
and he that loveth son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me. (38) And he
that taketh not his cross, and followeth after
me, is not worthy of me.

LUKEWARM people …
…love God but not with all their heart,
soul and strength. They try to love that
much, but isn’t really possible for the
average person, it’s only for elders and
missionaries

Mat 22:37 Jesus said unto him, Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind.

… love others but not as much as they
love themselves. Their love is focused
on those who love them in return, little
left over for those who might
intentionally slight them, or with whom
conversations are awkward. Their love
is highly conditional and very selective
and generally comes with strings
attached.

Mat 5:43-47 Ye have heard that it hath
been said, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. (44)
But I say unto you, Love your enemies,
bless them that curse you, do good to
them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and
persecute you; (45) That ye may be
the children of your Father which is in
heaven: …, and sendeth rain on the
just and on the unjust. (46) For if ye
love them which love you, what reward
have ye? do not even the publicans the
same?

LUKEWARM people …
…think about life on earth much
more often than eternity in heaven.
Daily life is mostly focused on
today’s todo list, this week’s
schedule, and next month’s
vacation.

Php 3:18-19 (For many walk, of
whom I have told you often, and
now tell you even weeping, that they
are the enemies of the cross of
Christ: (19) Whose end is
destruction, whose God is their
belly, and whose glory is in their
shame, who mind earthly things.)

…thankful for luxuries and comforts
and rarely consider trying to give as
much as possible to the poor. Quick
to point out “love of money root of all
evil”. Vast majority feel “called” to
minister to the rich; very few feel
“called” to minister to the poor.

Mat 25:35-40 For I was an hungred,
and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty,
and ye gave me drink: I was a
stranger, and ye took me in: (36)
Naked, and ye clothed me: I was
sick, and ye visited me: I was in
prison, and ye came unto me. (40)
… Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me.

LUKEWARM people…
 … do whatever is necessary to keep

themselves from feeling too guilty. Want to
do the bare minimum to be “good enough”.
“How far can I go before it’s
considered a sin?”

“How can I keep myself pure as a
temple of the Holy Spirit?”

“How much do I have to give?”

“How much can I give?”

“How much time should I spend
praying and reading my Bible?”

“I wish I didn’t have to go to
school/work, so I could sit here and
read longer!”

 Mat 13:45 “like treasure…in his joy went and

sold all he had and bought that field.”

LUKEWARM people …
 Do not live by faith; their lives are structured so they






never have to.
They don’t have to trust God if something unexpected
happens – they have their savings account.
They don’t need God to help them – they have their
retirement plan in place.
They don’t genuinely seek out what life God would
have them live – they have life figured and mapped
out.
They don’t depend on God on a daily basis – their
refrigerators are full and, for the most part, they are in
good health. The truth is, their lives wouldn’t look
much different if they suddenly stopped believing in
God.

Giving God Leftovers
 Mal 1:8 And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice,

is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick,
is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor;
will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy
person? saith the LORD of hosts.
 “Let’s stop calling it a ’busy schedule’ or ‘bills’
or ‘forgetfulness.’ It’s called evil.”
 Jesus said that he would spit out lukewarm
Christians from his mouth.
 He said that salt that had lost its savour is
worse than useless

Isn’t something better than nothing
Why is God so offended by a lukewarm
response to his love?
 We are basically saying to God “I am not sure
that you are worth it. … You see I really like
my car, my sin habit, my money and I am not
sure that I really want to give them up, even it
I means I get you”

Summary
 Are you following Jesus?
 A simple reading of the NT clearly shows that

He wants your all
 But the big picture is that He wants to lead
you to so much more
 We can’t afford to be distracted by pouring
poison tainted excess into a God-sized hole.
 We have a God of love who can give us the
abundant life that everyone is really seeking.

