WHAT IS TRUTH &
HOW DO WE KNOW?
ICFG WORKSHOP SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA FEBRUARY 3, 2018

PILATE SAITH UNTO HIM, WHAT IS TRUTH? JOHN 18:38

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT
• Matthew 7:21-23
• 21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
• 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and
in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
• 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity.

ETERNITY IS AT STAKE

WHAT WE WILL COVER
• What is spiritual discernment?
• Tips for practicing it.
• Where it should be applied?
• The results when we don’t use it.

• The results when we do use it.

SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT
• Discern - transitive verb
• 1a : to detect with the eyes discerned a figure approaching through the fog

• b : to detect with senses other than vision discerned a strange odor
• 2: to recognize or identify as separate and distinct : DISCRIMINATE discern right from wrong
• 3: to come to know or recognize mentally

SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT
• Definition of DISCERNMENT
• 1: the quality of being able to grasp and comprehend what is obscure : skill in discerning

• 2: an act of perceiving or discerning something

SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT
The use of the word Discernment
over the last 200 years

What do you think
this may be telling us?
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SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT
• Definition of SPIRITUAL
• 1: of, relating to, consisting of, or affecting the spirit : INCORPOREAL spiritual needs
• 2a : of or relating to sacred matters spiritual songs
• b : ecclesiastical rather than lay or temporal spiritual authority
• lords spiritual
• 3: concerned with religious values

• 4: related or joined in spirit our spiritual home
• his spiritual heir

HOW DO WE EXERCISE SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT?
• Five Steps of Spiritual Discernment
1. Prayer – commit it to the Lord.
2. Does my conclusion flow naturally from the ENTIRE bible?
3. Does following my conclusion draw me closer to God?
4. Does living out my conclusion draw me into a more sanctified Christian life?
5. Can my conclusion be substantiated by other faithful believers over time?
1. A radical idea -

HOW DO WE
EXERCISE SPIRITUAL
DISCERNMENT?

WHO IS THE APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH
& WHY?
• 1. WE BELIEVE that the Bible has been inspired by God, and is the complete and
infallible Word of God.
II Timothy 3:16, II Peter 1:20-21, Revelation 22:18-19
• 2. WE BELIEVE that there is one God, without beginning and without
ending. Revelation 1:8, Micah 5:2
• 3. WE BELIEVE that God is a trinity - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19, II
Corinthians 13:14

WHO IS THE APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH
& WHY?
• 4. WE BELIEVE that Jesus Christ is God incarnate. He was born of a virgin. He lived a
sinless life. He died on the cross in the place of the sinner, and His shed blood is the
atonement for our sins. John 20:28, Isaiah 9:6-7, Hebrews 1:1-8, Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:23,
Hebrews 7:26, I John 2:2, II Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians 2:13-20, John 8:46
• 5. WE BELIEVE in His bodily resurrection, and His ascension to the right hand of God,
and that He will make a personal return to earth in power and glory. I Corinthians 15:4-8,
Matthew 25:31, Acts 1:9-11

WHO IS THE APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH
& WHY?
• 6. WE BELIEVE that all are sinners and lost, awaiting the judgment of God, but God is
not willing that any should be lost.
Romans 3:10-23, II Peter 3:7-9, Romans 11:32
• 7. WE BELIEVE that the sinner may have salvation by repentance toward God and faith
in Jesus Christ.
Acts 2:38, Acts 20:21, Romans 10:8-13, Hebrews 7:25
• 8. WE BELIEVE that a saving faith will result in regeneration by the Holy Spirit and the
Word of God without which there is no salvation.
John 1:12-13, 3:6-8, 16-17, Ephesians 5:26-27, I Peter 1:22-2

WHO IS THE APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH
& WHY?
• 9. WE BELIEVE in the baptism of the Holy Spirit, by Whose indwelling the believer is
empowered to live a Godly life in a spiritual unity with Christ.
John 1:33, Acts 8:16-17, Romans 8:2-17, John 14:23, I Corinthians 3:16, 12:13, I John 2:6

• 10. WE BELIEVE that both the saved and the lost will be resurrected; the saved unto life
eternal and the lost unto eternal damnation.
John 5:28-29, I Corinthians 15:51-58
• 11. WE BELIEVE that under any and all circumstances, we should speak the truth, and
should not swear - obeying the commandment of Christ: "Swear not at all; but let your
communication be Yea, Yea; and Nay, Nay."
Matthew 5:34-37, James 5:12

WHO IS THE APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH
& WHY?
• 12. WE BELIEVE that government is ordained of God to enforce law and order, and to
prevent evil works. Government should, therefore, be supported and obeyed. All laws and
ordinances are to be respected and conscientiously obeyed, except when to do so
violates the commandment of God. The call to military service likewise is to be respected
and obeyed, but with the limitation to noncombatant service. As taught by Jesus Christ:
"Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you and persecute you."
Matthew 5:44, Romans 13:1-10, I Peter 2:13-15

WHO IS THE APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH
& WHY?
• 13. WE BELIEVE that God now commands all men to repent and be baptized, and that
immersion is the scriptural mode of water baptism. But WE BELIEVE, that baptism should
be administered to those alone who have believed on Christ, and have been converted by
Him, who have indeed died to sin, and have experienced a spiritual rebirth.
Matthew 28;19-20, John 3:3, Acts 2:37-38, 26:20,
Romans 6:1-13, Acts 3:19, II Corinthians 5:17

WHO IS THE APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH
& WHY?
• 14. WE BELIEVE in the exercise of discipline by the church in order to deal with the
presence of sin in the lives of its members.
I Corinthians 5:1-13, II Corinthians 2:5-11, 5:14-18, II Thessalonians 3:6; 14-15, Matthew 18:15-17,
Hebrews 10:24-26, Galatians 6:1-2, Titus 3:10-11, I Timothy 5:20
• 15. WE BELIEVE that the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ is an invitation for
everyone to live a life of abandonment to Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us surrendering his personal ambitions and possessions in an unreserved committal to take the
proclamation of the Gospel throughout "all the world to every creature."
Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 1:8, Mark 16:15, Luke 24:47,
II Corinthians 5:18, Luke 14:26-27, 33, 5:27-28

WHO IS THE APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH
& WHY?
• 16. WE BELIEVE that the gift of eternal life is a present possession of every true
disciple of Jesus Christ, and that nothing nor anyone can take it from him; but that it is a
realistic possibility, however, for a true believer, once saved, of his own free will to no
longer "continue in the faith" - but instead to apostatize, "depart from the faith" return to
sin, and consequently forfeit the eternal life he once possessed.
I John 5:11-13, Romans 8:35-39, Hebrews 3:6, 12-14, Romans 6:16, II Peter 2:1-22, Matthew
25:24,30, I Corinthians 9:27; 10:1-12, I Timothy 1:18-20; 4:1-3, Revelation 2:10; 3:5 John 3:1518; 15:1-7

WHO IS THE APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH
& WHY?
• 17. WE BELIEVE that "the bread and fruit of the vine" in Holy
Communion symbolize the body and blood of Christ. Communion is served to members
of the fellowship only, following self-examination.
I Corinthians 10:16, 21; 11:17-32, Luke 22:7-20
• 18. WE BELIEVE that a veil or head covering should be worn by Sisters in the Lord
during prayer and worship, as a symbol of their submission according to God's order of
creation.
I Corinthians 11:1-16

HOW DO WE KNOW THE APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN
CHURCH HAS IT CORRECT?
• We need to use Spiritual Discernment
1. Prayer – commit it to the Lord.
2. Do the points listed flow naturally from the ENTIRE bible?
3. Does following them draw me closer to God?
4. Does living them out draw me into a more sanctified Christian life?
5. Can they be substantiated by other faithful believers over time?

WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT TO KEEP THEM?
Points that are uncommon in Christianity today:
• 8 - regeneration by the Holy Spirit
• 11 - Yea, Yea; and Nay, Nay
• 12 - noncombatant service
• 13 - indeed died to sin, and have experienced a spiritual rebirth
• 14 - exercise of discipline by the church

• 17 - Communion is served to members of the fellowship only, following self-examination
• 18 - head covering should be worn by Sisters in the Lord

WHY IS IT SO
IMPORTANT TO
KEEP THEM?

THE RESULTS WHEN WE USE SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT?
I have been called here by my Lord!
• The ACC is home and family.
• God moves mightily through this Church and I need to be a part of that.
• I have committed myself to this Church body and to leave would most likely be selfish
reasoning.

• Most of my best and deepest relationships are through or because of the Church as a
basis of common ground and faith.
• I have and do accept and agree with the doctrine of our Church.

THE RESULTS WHEN WE USE SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT?
• I love our traditions and consistency (even through changing and challenging times) and
how the ACC holds fast to truth.

• We are uncompromising on the Bible and truth.
• I have common beliefs and convictions with many other believers in our Church.
• We stick together and encourage each other during hard times. We pull together and
fight it with faith, prayer, and support from the Body.
• There is ALWAYS someone who cares enough to pray with you, mentor you, and guide
you if you're willing to reach out.

THE RESULTS WHEN WE USE SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT?
• We become and fill missing parts in a life that is needing.
• The Church needs me too - I have purpose here to be an active member of the Body.

• I consider myself blessed to be part of this strong, timeless faith.
• We live and preach the Bible simply.
• God wants me here to bring up and be a part of the next generation of our Church.

• There is NO such thing as greener grass. Every church has their issues but that is usually
found out over time and exposure.
• We are served meat at our Church, not milk (1 Cor. 3:2-3)

THE RESULTS WHEN WE USE SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT?
• I came to find my “first love” through the ministry and counsel of this Church.
• Phil. 1:6 "he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it". He has begun a good
work in our church and I want to join Him in His will to see it completed (mission to
reach out to the lost).
• We have the same mission, passion, and purpose across all of our churches.
• We are ONE BODY; not divided or separate. We are united by Christ.
• There is more than a surface level, comfortable love in our church. There really is a true
agape love that we share.

THE RESULTS WHEN WE USE SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT?
• I stay in our Church because the positive attributes heavily outweigh the issues. The
problems are worth staying for to help to fix them and make the Church closer to
Christ.
• Our Church is not perfect, but we faithfully serve a perfect God.

Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.
Luke 10:37b

