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Introduction
(Why we talk about God)

Worship God
Revelation 22:8-9 8 Now I, John, saw and heard these
things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship
before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9
Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that. For I am
your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of
those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.”
●

Isaiah 48:8 I am the Lord, that is My name; and My glory I
will not give to another, nor My praise to carved images.
●

The purpose of this weekend is to better understand and appreciate God as revealed
in the Bible, more specifically His Son, Jesus the Messiah so that we can more
truthfully worship Him.

Note: All scripture quotes are from NKJV

My Worst Fear
What do I fear more than losing a sincere trust / faith
in God? It is the slow and unconscious degradation
from really knowing and trusting in God to following a
set of doctrines and practices where on the outside it
may still sound and look like I trust and love God but in
reality, it is a religious pretence void of a real
relationship, life, and power as I elevate doctrine and
law above the Law-giver.
●

In other words, I would rather decidedly stop knowing
and trusting in God and know that I did that than
unconsciously slip into a religion of mere words and
form so close to the real thing that it is hard to tell I
have fallen for an image of God rather than God
Himself.
●

You may ask, how does that happen and what does
that look like?
●

Image credit:
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My Worst Fear
It happens by playing church, by professing to believe statements about God rather than
believing God Himself, by doing things that Christians do without a heart of worship
towards God, by singing songs to God with your lips while thinking about anything but
God, by worshipping God externally, but never submitting yourself to Him.
●

This is precisely what Israel struggled with generation after generation. It is for that
reason that Isaiah said, “...these people draw near with their mouths and honor Me with
their lips, but have removed their hearts far from Me...” - Isaiah 29:13. And when Jesus
said, “21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day,
‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and
done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” - Matthew 7:21-23
●

Knowing God
Whenever we talk about God, we need to be
aware of the fact that He is in the room. In other
words, we are not just coming up with clever
statements about God in order to draw a line
excluding those who disagree. The whole
purpose of teachings about God and catechisms
(short questions with answers about Christian
principles or doctrines) is to hone our
understanding about God so as to worship Him
more truly and enjoy Him more fully.
●

“Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy
him forever.” – Westminster Shorter Catechism
●

To know yourself you must first know God.

●

God is, therefore I am.

●

God has spoken, therefore I can know.

●
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Knowing God
Because God is the supreme, sovereign first-cause, who
transcends His creation… therefore, by knowing Him we
can know where we came from, why we exist, and where
we are going
●

Because God created us in His image… therefore, by
knowing Him we can understand our identity and
purpose
●

Because God is truth and in Him there is no lie…
therefore, by knowing Him we can find Truth
●

Because in God we “live and move and have our
being...” (Acts 17:28) therefore, by knowing Him we can
humbly appreciate our absolute dependence upon Him
●

Because God is holy, pure, and just… therefore, by
knowing him we realize our depravity and need for
forgiveness
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●

Knowing God (true relational knowledge and experience of Him
grounded in Biblical truth) is the most important pursuit of our lives.

Knowing God
“The low view of God entertained almost universally among
Christians is the cause of a hundred lesser evils everywhere among
us. A whole new philosophy of the Christian life has resulted from
this one basic error in our religious thinking. With our loss of the
sense of majesty has come the further loss of religious awe and
consciousness of the divine Presence. We have lost our spirit of
worship and our ability to withdraw inwardly to meet God in
adoring silence. Modern Christianity is simply not producing the
kind of Christian who can appreciate or experience the life in the
Spirit. The words, “Be still, and know that I am God,” mean next to
nothing to the self-confident, bustling worshipper in this middle
period of the twentieth century.” A. W. Tozer, Knowing God
●

Challenge yourself to think about what you say you believe about God.

Knowing God
A Biblical argument as to why Jesus is fully God and fully man and that
we should worship Jesus as such can be made, but that is not the whole
point of studying this topic. A poor conclusion to this weekend is that
you come away with some vague notion that there are good reasons to
back up the statement that Jesus is fully God and fully man, but you don’t
really understand them nor do you care to really struggle through them
to own it yourself. If that is your attitude than be wary of the kind of
Christianity you subscribe to and what kind of god you worship. I am not
implying that you need to have a perfect understanding of God in order
for your worship of Him to be true. That is a philosophical impossibility.
We are finite and God is infinite. I am saying that you need to check the
posture of your heart. Do you want to really know Him? If that desire is
there, then the rest will follow.
●

Dealing with Bias
Check the posture of your heart… do you want to really
know Him?
●

Yes, I agree, though I do not know how or why or what
we are even discussing… Do not just “parrot” back what
you have been told.
●

“Man’s interpretation” vs. “God’s pure word” is often a
false dichotomy. Some kind of interpretation is always
happening. That does not mean the interpretation is
false, however. Test for truth.
●

https://www.thelucidguide.com/lucid-dreaming-articles/nostalgia-and-rosecolored-glasses-why-past-times-aren-t-always-better

Context, experience, language, questions, audience,
comments can all bias your understanding of scripture
●

Nehemiah 8:8, 12 8 So they read distinctly from the
book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and
helped them to understand the reading… 12 And all the
people went their way to eat and drink, to send portions
and rejoice greatly, because they understood the words
that were declared to them.
●
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Dealing with Bias
Acknowledge bias!

●

Be honest in your pursuit of truth.

●

Realize the fact that you have biases – that as
soon as the word of God hits your brain you
are by definition interpreting it.

“Intent is prior to content” Ravi Zacharias

●

Compare your understanding against
others.

●

In other words, your intent in order to find truth
comes before the content you examine to find
truth.
●

●

Not foolproof but at least we have an
opportunity to compare and contrast to see if
our understanding makes sense beyond our
own heads
●

Don’t only read things that agree with
your view.
●

Don’t only talk to people who agree
with your view.
●

Pray that God would give you clarity.

●

Don’t rely on ambiguous feelings of
“peace.”
●

When considering the nature of God,
realize that you are a finite being trying to
grasp the one and only infinite being.
Therefore, it is appropriate to allow for
mystery (not contradiction) in your
appreciation of God.
●

Keep an open mind, but not too open that
your brains fall out.
●

Surfers and Students

Image credit: https://www.surfer.com/features/keala-kennelly-it-swallowed-me-whole/
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The goal is for the “surfer” (one who experiences) and the “student" (one who
studies) to come together so that the personal experience of the ocean is set in
the context of ocean maps and models resulting with a genuine love and
accurate knowledge of the ocean.
Analogy developed from C.S. Lewis Mere Christianity

Gabriel's horn is a geometric figure which has
infinite surface area but finite volume.

Pressure

God Beyond our Comprehension

Temperature
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Increasing dimensions

?

Image credit: https://www.scienceabc.com/pure-sciences/what-exactly-is-a-tesseract-real-life-geometry-4-dimensional.html
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An ant walks 2 ft in one
direction, makes a 90
degree right turn, walks 2 ft
in that direction, makes 90
degree right turn, walks 2
fit in that direction, and
ends up where he started.
How is this possible?

If you fully comprehend the nature of God, you are mistaken.

God Beyond our Comprehension
C.S. Lewis writes in Mere Christianity, “A world of one dimension would
be a straight line. In a two-dimensional world, you still get straight lines,
but many lines make one figure. In a three-dimensional world, you still
get figures but many figures make one solid body. In other words, as you
advance to more real and more complicated levels, you do not leave
behind the things you found on the simpler levels: you still have them,
but combined in new ways – in ways you could not imagine if you knew
only the simpler levels… On the human level one person is one being,
and any two persons are two separate beings – just as, in two
dimensions… one square is one figure, and any two squares are two
separate figures. On the Divine level you still find personalities; but up
there you find them combined in new ways which we, who do not live on
that level, cannot imagine. In God’s dimension, so to speak, you find a
being who is three Persons while remaining one Being, just as a cube is
six squares while remaining one cube.”
●

Who is Jesus?
(The person of Jesus as revealed in the Bible)

Reserved for God
Sovereign (supreme control and authority) → Psalm
103:19, Isaiah 14:24
●

Omniscient (all-knowing) → Psalm 147:5; 139:1-6

●

Omnipotent (all-powerful) → Jeremiah 32:17

●

Omnipresent (everywhere present – transcends space)
→ Psalm 139:7-10, Heb 4:13
●

Eternal (always was, is, and is to come – transcends
time) → Psalm 90:2; 93:2
●

Immutable (unchanging) → Malachi 3:6
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●

Not only does special revelation (i.e., the Bible) teach us these attributes unique to God, but
general revelation further corroborates. Said simply, it appeals to reason that God be the
only sovereign, all-knowing, all-powerful, time and space transcending, unchanging Being.
More importantly, our logical response to this Being is to humbly worship Him for at least
the reason that He is so big and beyond us. When the boss walks into room, the natural
and appropriate response is to show respect.

Gospel Review
Jesus is a man

●

Luke 2:6-7 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her
to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son.
●

Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and
men.
●

John 19:28 …I thirst.

●

John 11:35 Jesus wept.

●

John 4:6 Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well.

●

Matt 21:18 Now in the morning, as [Jesus] returned to the city, He was hungry.

●

Luke 22:44 And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became
like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.
●

At the same time, the Gospel writers mention some peculiar things
about Jesus…
●

Gospel Review
Forgave sins on behalf of God and knowing people’s thoughts

●

Mark 2:4-12 4 ...So when they had broken through, they let down the bed on which
the paralytic was lying. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son,
your sins are forgiven you.” 6 And some of the scribes were sitting there and
reasoning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can
forgive sins but God alone?” 8 But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit
that they reasoned thus within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason
about these things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins
are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may
know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the
paralytic, 11 “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 12
Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so
that all were amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”
●

Note: John 20:23 does not mean that God gave the disciples authority to forgive sin on
God’s behalf (like the President can pardon whom he wishes). Rather, this verse means
that God has given the disciples authority to declare a person’s state of forgiveness before
God on the basis of that person’s response to the Gospel.

Gospel Review
Did not seem to know when He was going to return

●

Mark 3:32 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father.
●

Exercised miraculous power over…

●

Nature – Mark 4:39 Then [Jesus] arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,
“Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm.
●

Disease – Matthew 8:1-3 1 When He had come down from the mountain, great
multitudes followed Him. 2 And behold, a leper came and worshipped Him, saying,
“Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” 3 Then Jesus put out His hand and
touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately his leprosy was
cleansed.
●

Death – John 11:43-44 43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” 44 And he who had died came out bound hand and foot
with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose
him, and let him go.”
●

Gospel Review
Prayed to God, His Father and
alludes to some pre-existent
glorified state with Him
●

John 17:1-5 1 Jesus spoke these
words, lifted up His eyes to heaven,
and said: “Father, the hour has come.
Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also
may glorify You, 2 as You have given
Him authority over all flesh, that He
should give eternal life to as many as
You have given Him. 3 And this is
eternal life, that they may know You,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You have sent. 4 I have glorified
You on the earth. I have finished the
work which You have given Me to do. 5
And now, O Father, glorify Me together
with Yourself, with the glory which I
had with You before the world was.
●

Image credit: http://www.revivaltimetabernacle.org/the-glory-of-god-on-display/

Gospel Review
Could see things though not
physically present
●

John 1:48-51 48 Nathanael said to
Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus
answered and said to him, “Before
Philip called you, when you were under
the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael
answered and said to Him, “Rabbi, You
are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel!” 50 Jesus answered and said to
him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you
under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You
will see greater things than these.” 51
And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I
say to you, hereafter you shall see
heaven open, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the
Son of Man.”
●
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Gospel Review
●

Referred to Himself as “the Son of Man”
Matthew 26:62-64 62 And the high priest arose and said to Him, “Do You
answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?” 63 But Jesus kept
silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I put You under oath
by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!” 64 Jesus said
to him, “It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds
of heaven.”
●

Daniel 7:13-14 13 “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One
like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the
Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him
was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and
languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be
destroyed.
●

Gospel Review
Referred to Himself as the following... (Keep in mind that
prophets and angels appropriately pointed people to God
or spoke on behalf of God, not themselves.)
●

Bread of life (John 6:35, 48, 51)

●

Light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5)

●

Door of the sheep (John 10:7, 9)

●

Good shepherd (John 10:11, 14)

●

Resurrection and the life (John 11:25)

●

Way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6)

●

True vine (John 15:1)

●
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Gospel Review
He also seemed to get his verb tense confused (or maybe not),
when He said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I
am [present tense].” John 8:58
●

John 8:59 Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went
out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.
●

John had some interesting things to say about Jesus...

●

John 1:1-3, 14 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made
through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.… 14 And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
●

Jehovah’s Witness Bible the New World Translation suggests that “the Word was a god”,
but the Greek does not support such a reading. Furthermore, there is no place in Biblical
revelation that asserts the existence of a demigod that should be honored and worshiped
like God.
●

Notice that “without Him nothing was made that was made. In other words, the Word is
not a created being.
●

Gospel Review
Thomas had some interesting things to say about Jesus…

●

John 20:27-29 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My
hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but
believing. 28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29
Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
●

He was worshiped…

●

Matthew 14:31-33 31 And immediately Jesus
stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to
him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And
when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 Then
those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him,
saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.”
●

John 5:23 ...all should honor the Son just as they
honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does
not honor the Father who sent Him.
●
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Other NT Revelation
Sovereign (supreme control and authority)

●

1 Timothy 6:14-16 14 that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless
until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He
who is the blessed and only Potentate [sovereign ruler], the King of kings and Lord of
lords, 16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man
has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.
●

Revelation 17:14 These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome
them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings
●

Revelation 19:11-16 11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And
He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and
makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns.
He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a
robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now
out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And
He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a
name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
●

Other NT Revelation
●

Omniscient (all-knowing)
John 21:17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love
Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love
Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love
You.”
●

Perhaps this isn’t the strongest verse to suggest omniscience on Jesus’
behalf, but it does point in that direction.
●

●

Omnipotent (all-powerful)
Colossians 1:15-18 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
[having preeminence or rightful place] over all creation. 16 For by Him all
things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things
were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in
Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have
the preeminence.
●

Other NT Revelation
●

Omnipresent (everywhere present – transcends space)
Matthew 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things
that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of
the age.” Amen.
●

In what sense did Jesus mean that He is with them always? Perhaps this is
really an allusion to the Holy Spirit. Even so, the implication is that Jesus
identifies His presence as the same as the Holy Spirit’s.
●

Other NT Revelation
Eternal (always was, is, and is to come – transcends time)

●

Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the
Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”
●

Revelation 1:10-17 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a
loud voice, as of a trumpet, 11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and
the Last,” ...12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I
saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like
the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest
with a golden band. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and
His eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace,
and His voice as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars,
out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the
sun shining in its strength. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He
laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last.
●

Immutable (unchanging)

●

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.

●

Other NT Revelation
Hebrews 1:1-8 1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time
past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His
Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the
worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory [the brightness of glory is the
essence of glory] and the express image [exact representation] of His person, and
upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged
our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become so
much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent
name than they. 5 For to which of the angels did He ever say: “You are My Son,
Today I have begotten You”? And again: “I will be to Him a Father, And He shall
be to Me a Son”? 6 But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He
says: “Let all the angels of God worship Him.” 7 And of the angels He says: “Who
makes His angels spirits and His ministers a flame of fire.” 8 But to the Son He
says: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the
scepter of Your kingdom. (quotes are from various psalms)
●

Other NT Revelation
Hebrews 3:1-6 1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, 2 who was
faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house. 3
For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as
He who built the house has more honor than the house. 4 For every house is
built by someone, but He who built all things is God. 5 And Moses indeed was
faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which would
be spoken afterward, 6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we
are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.
●

●

Jesus is referred to as the “builder of the house,” namely, the Creator.

Other NT Revelation
Titus 2:11-14 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all
men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed
hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify
for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.
●

2 Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those
who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God
and Savior Jesus Christ:
●

Other NT Revelation
Titus 2:11-14 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all
men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed
hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify
for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.
●

2 Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those
who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God
and Savior Jesus Christ:
●

OT Revelation
Plurality of God in creation

●

Genesis 1:1-2 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was
without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was
hovering over the face of the waters.
●

–God

(Father) speaking creation into existence, Son is the “speech” or word that
creates, Spirit brooding/hovering (like an eagle over her young as in Deuteronomy
32:11) over creation

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness...
●

–Not

an instance of the “royal we” by which a person of high office made use.

–Not

an allusion to God and the angles (assuming they were created at this time) or
God and His son, as a created being, because Genesis 1:27 is clear that in the image
of God man was created and that God was the one doing the creative work.
–Genesis

1:27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created
him; male and female He created them.

OT Revelation
Who is this “Angel of the Lord” character?

●

Exodus 3:1, 2, 4-6, 13, 14 1 Now Moses was tending the flock of
Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock to
the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2
And the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire from the
midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning
with fire, but the bush was not consumed… 4 So when the Lord saw
that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the
bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then He
said, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for
the place where you stand is holy ground.” 6 Moreover He said, “I am
the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look
upon God… 13 Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the
children of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent
me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say
to them?” 14 And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He
said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me
to you.’ ”
●

Study the “Angel of the Lord” – who speaks as Yahweh (not for
Yahweh)
●

Image Credit:
https://www.deviantart.com/bluesplatterart/
art/Burning-Tree-on-A-Floating-Island527404928

OT Revelation
What or who did the prophet’s “see” during some of their visions?

●

Isaiah 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high
and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.
●

Ezekiel 1:26-28 26 And above the firmament over their heads was the likeness of a
throne, in appearance like a sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a
likeness with the appearance of a man high above it. 27 Also from the appearance of
His waist and upward I saw, as it were, the color of amber with the appearance of fire
all around within it; and from the appearance of His waist and downward I saw, as it
were, the appearance of fire with brightness all around. 28 Like the appearance of a
rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brightness all around
it. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.
●

Although the clarity of NT revelation is not evident in the OT, there
are strong allusions in the OT that imply a diversity within the unity
of God and some “image” of God by which He interacted with His
creation.
●

Orthodox Expressions
Throughout history false teachers and prophets sought to corrupt God’s word,
and throughout history God would send prophets or inspire individuals to speak
His truth.
●

Christian history is accented with particular times God’s people came together
to clarify truth from falsehood.
●

The first ecumenical council (i.e., First Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D.) was in
response to false teachings regarding Jesus’ nature.
●

As a result, the Nicene Creed was written so as to bring clarity to the Bible’s
revelation of God’s unity in divine essence and diversity in person-hood.
●

Orthodox Expressions
“I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made. Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by
the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to
the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He
shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have
no end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the
Father [and the Son]; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and
glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.”
https://www.ccel.org/creeds/nicene.creed.html
●

Specifically regarding Jesus, He is truly man and truly God. That is, He is one person
with two natures. This is not a contradiction. Jesus is one in one sense (i.e., one
person) and two in another sense (two natures).

Breakout Questions
John 14:28 “You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away and
coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I
said, ‘I am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I.”
How can Jesus be God if He says that the Father is greater than
He?
●

The gospel’s never record Jesus saying that He was God. Why
didn’t Jesus plainly say that He was God? You would think that if
He was bearing witness of the truth that He would have
mentioned such an important fact.
●

Luke 18:18-19 “18 Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good
Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 So Jesus said to
him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is,
God.” If Jesus is God, why would He question the ruler and then
say that only God is good?
●

The title “son of God” is used in other contexts which are not in
reference to a divine being (see Genesis 6:2,4; Psalm 82:6; John
10:34; Luke 3:38). Therefore, what makes Jesus divine if he uses
that same title?

1 Corinthians 15:24-28 “24 Then comes the end, when He
delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to
all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign till He
has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be
destroyed is death. 27 For “He has put all things under His feet.”
But when He says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident that
He who put all things under Him is excepted. 28 Now when all
things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be
subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all
in all.” If Jesus is God, then why is God, the Father, putting all
things under Him? If Jesus is God, wouldn’t He already have all
things under Him? Also, if Jesus is God, then why does Paul say
that “the Son Himself will also be subject to Him (i.e., God).”
●

Why does Jesus refer to Himself as the “Son of Man?” Does that
title just mean that He is a man? Note that the prophet Ezekiel is
called “son of man” many times in His book of prophesy.
●

●

Luke 22:41-43 “41 And He was withdrawn from them about a
stone’s throw, and He knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father,
if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My
will, but Yours, be done.” 43 Then an angel appeared to Him from
heaven, strengthening Him.” Why would Jesus pray that His
Father’s will should be done and not His own will? If He were
God, His will would be perfectly inline with His Father’s.
●

Mark 13:32 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. If Jesus were
God, how would he not know something, especially His own
return?
●

Why It Matters
(Implications of Jesus’ humanity and deity)

God is Love
(Jesus as God)

Diversity and unity of God → community of love

●

1 John 4:8 ...God is love.

●

Love is a transitive verb – a transitive verb is a verb that requires one or
more objects.
●

–A

complete sentence has a subject and a verb. If the verb is transitive,
then there must be a subject, verb, and object.
God is love makes no sense apart from a plurality of personality with God's
being. That is, love implies a subject-object relationship.
●

–God

does not need to create an object in order to love.

–In

God’s self-sufficiency, He can be love and actually show love because
He comprises diversity in person-hood.
–Matthew

3:17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Perfect Human
(Jesus as Man)

How to love God

●

Met early in the morning and stayed up late to speak with His Father

●

–Mark

1:35 Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out
and departed to a solitary place; and there He prayed.
–Luke

6:12 Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray,
and continued all night in prayer to God.
Found contentment, satisfaction, meaning in God’s word / doing God’s work

●

–Matthew

4:4 But [Jesus] answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ” (quoted from
Deuteronomy 8:3)
–John

4:34-35 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and
to finish His work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the
harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already
white for harvest!

Deferred fully to the will of His Father

●

–Luke

22:41-42 41 And He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt
down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me;
nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.”

Perfect Human
(Jesus as Man)

How to love People

●

Spoke dignity and worth into the rejected and outcasts

●

–John

4:7-9 7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a
drink.” 8 For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. 9 Then the woman of
Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan
woman?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.
–John

8:10-11 10 When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He
said to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?” 11
She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no
more.”

Touched the untouchable as opposed to avoiding them.

●

–Matthew

8:1-3 1 When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes
followed Him. 2 And behold, a leper came and worshipped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are
willing, You can make me clean.” 3 Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I
am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.

Communed with sinners as opposed to despising, rejecting, and overlooking them

●

–Luke

19:5 And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.”

Perfect Human
(Jesus as Man)

How to love people

●

Never condoned sin, but was abundantly gracious

●

–Luke

7: 36-38, 47, 48 36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him.
And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a
woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in
the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at
His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and
wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them
with the fragrant oil… 47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are
forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.”
48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
How is it that those most acquainted with their sin were drawn to be near Jesus, the
most perfect and only sinless person?
●

Why is it that despite the inevitable shame they felt they still found an irresistible
attraction toward Jesus?
●

Perhaps it was because Jesus was “full of grace and truth.” John 1:14

●

Perfect Human
(Jesus as Man)

How to love people

●

Washed disciples feet (including Judas’ feet)

●

–John

13:1-5, 34, 35 1 Now before the Feast of the
Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that
He should depart from this world to the Father, having
loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to
the end. 2 And supper being ended, the devil having
already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s
son, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had
given all things into His hands, and that He had come
from God and was going to God, 4 rose from supper
and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded
Himself. 5 After that, He poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with
the towel with which He was girded… 34 A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another;
as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35
By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you
have love for one another.”

Image Credit: https://carijenkins.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/washingfeetshort1.jpg

Perfect Human
(Jesus as Man)

How to love people

●

Infinite meekness and humility

●

Image Credit: http://www.allposters.com/gallery.asp?aid=484856644&apnum=3198437

–Philippians

2:3-11 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not
only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Let this mind be in you
which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God [same essence as God], did
not consider it robbery to be equal with God [did not consider His divine nature and glory
something to hold on to so as to prevent Him from becoming a man to save humanity], 7 but
made Himself of no reputation [emptied Himself – while on earth Jesus willingly constrained
His divine attributes. In infinite meekness, He chose, for the most part, to restrain the use of
His divine nature. “Jesus voluntarily relinquished the prerogative of freely exercising His
divine attributes.” 1], taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to
the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted
Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the
earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.
1 https://www-gotquestions-org.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/www.gotquestions.org/amp/Father-greaterI.html?usqp=mq331AQECAFYAQ%3D%3D&amp_js_v=a2&amp_gsa=1#referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotquestions.org%2
FFather-greater-I.html

Perfect Human
(Jesus as Man)

How to love people

●

Came to serve

●

–Mark

10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life a ransom for many.
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Atoning Sacrifice
(Jesus as God-man)

Atoning Sacrifice: As man → our representative / As God → sufficient to absorb
His Father’s judicial wrath
●

Hebrews 2:17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a
merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of
the people.
●

Romans 5:6-11 6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone
would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we
shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His
life. 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received the reconciliation.
●

Hebrews 9:26-28 26 He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world;
but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself. 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 28 so Christ
was offered once to bear the sins of many.
●

Hebrews 10:11-14 11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But this Man, after He had offered one
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, 13 from that time waiting till His
enemies are made His footstool. 14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are
being sanctified.
●

Sympathetic High Priest
(Jesus as God-man)

Sympathetic High Priest → God entered into our suffering world

●

Hebrews 2:18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is
able to aid those who are tempted.
●

Hebrews 4:14-16 14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with
our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
●

–All

points tempted, felt fullest weight of sin possible.

–God
–God

chose to enter into our suffering.

can use pain and evil to accomplish His good (consider the cross
of Christ), but even more amazing then His ability by virtue of His
sovereignty and wisdom to use evil for good, He chose to enter into our
suffering.

Jesus is God.
Jesus is man.
He ought to be worshiped as He is revealed.

